a quantity of cyanide of silver by its equivalent proportion of hydrochloric acid diluted with water. The formula which M. Dannecy employs is founded upon that of Everett, and it has the advantages of being easy and very rapid in its applica-
tion, and of furnishing a perfectly pure acid with proportions which are always exactly alike.
On the Best Form to be given to certain Pharmaceutical Preparations intended for External Use.f?In an article in the ' Bulletin General de Therapeutique,' it is remarked that greasy applications to the skin do not possess, in general, any great therapeutical efficacy, and it is therefore suggested that they might be advantageously replaced in many instance by saponaceous compounds. In studying the action of the latter, M. Deschamps composed a soap with iodide of potassium, and rubbed it in four times upon his epigastrium. He analysed his urine in the intervals of the frictions, and found it to contain appreciable quantities of iodine. He afterwards washed with water the part which had been rubbed with the soap, and he found in the liquid some fatty acids arising from the decomposition of the soap by the fatty acids secreted by the skin, together with iodide of potassium in solution. These washings were continued for five days successively, and every day some iodine and fatty acids were obtained. These facts prove that the skin is easily penetrated by saponaceous compounds ; that the skin rejects a part of the principles which it absorbs ; and that therapeutical agents may pass through the skin, diffuse themselves in the system, produce physiological effccts, and be expelled by the 
